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Synopsis

Recommended by the Common Core State Standards for English Language Arts and Literacy as an
exemplary informational text.Covering a time of great hope and incredible change, Reconstruction
and Reform is a dramatic look at life after the Civil War in the newly re United States. Railroad
tycoons were roaring across the country. New cities sprang up across the plains, and a new and
different American West came into being: a land of farmers, ranchers, miners, and city dwellers.
Back East, large scale immigration was also going on, but not all Americans wanted newcomers in
the country. Technology moved forward: Thomas Edison lit up the world with his electric light. And
social justice was on everyone’s mind with Carry Nation wielding a hatchet in her battle against
drunkenness and Booker T. Washington and W. E. B. DuBois counseling newly freed African
Americans to behave in very different ways. Through it all, the reunited nation struggles to keep the
promises of freedom in this exciting chapter in the A History of US.About the Series:Master
storyteller Joy Hakim has excited millions of young minds with the great drama of American history
in her award-winning series A History of US. Recommended by the Common Core State Standards
for English Language Arts and Literacy as an exemplary informational text, A History of US weaves
together exciting stories that bring American history to life. Hailed by reviewers, historians,
educators, and parents for its exciting, thought-provoking narrative, the books have been
recognized as a break-through tool in teaching history and critical reading skills to young people. In
ten books that span from Prehistory to the 21st century, young people will never think of American

history as boring again.
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Customer Reviews

"[An] exciting series... Ms. Hakim braids multiple narratives together to bring alive material long
dead to children’s imaginations."--The New York Times Book Review"Joy Hakim didn’t rewrite
history. But she did make it a whole lot more fun to read."--Education Week"Readers young and old
will find themselves amused, amazed, and engrossed by this searching, opinionated survey. In
every sense a fresh look at our history." --Kirkus Reviews"Merits every accolade, starting with the
most personal: | couldn’t put it down."--Washington Post Book World"The liveliest, most realistic,
most well-received American history series ever written for children."--Los Angeles Times"A
thorough and accurate narrative of our nation’s history."--The Philadelphia Inquirer"l think this is the
best American history written for young people that | have ever seen."--David Herbert Donald,
Harvard University; Pulitzer prize-winning author of Lincoln"When master storyteller Joy Hakim
wields her pen, you're in for a breathtaking adventure."--Teaching K-8"An attention to detail and
drama alike make these recommended choices for not only readers ages 8-13 but for entire
families."--Children’s Bookwatch"Absorbing, real and even fun to read."--Voice of Youth
Advocates"Books of real substance that speak directly to kids."--dean Fritz, author of Shhh, We’re
Writing the Constitution"One of the best nonfiction series of the decade. Impossible to put

down."--School Library Journal

Joy Hakim, a former teacher, editor, and writer won the prestigious James Michener Prize for her
series, A History of US, which has sold over 4 million copies nationwide. A graduate of Smith
College and Goucher College she spent years teaching students from elementary school up to the
college level. She also served as an Associate Editor at Norfolk’s Virginian-Pilot, and was an

Assistant Editor at McGraw-Hill’'s World News.

Breaking the textbook mold, "A History of US" contains none of the intimidation that comes with
behemoth texts. It tells the tale of America in 10 user-friendly, small, illustrated books written in a
personal tone, as if the author were a storyteller. (An 11th source book, with original documents, is
also available.) In this volume, Hakim looks at life after the Civil War in the newly re-United States.

Railroad tycoons are roaring across the country. New cities are springing up, and a new and



different American West comes into being: a land of farmers, ranchers, miners, and city dwellers.
Immigration is changing the mix of Americans; mostly the newcomers work hard and achieve. Some
rare individuals make their mark: P.T.Barnum entertains. Rascally Boss Tweed steals from his
constituents. Thomas Edison lights the world. Carry Nation wields a hatchet in her battle against
alcoholism. And Booker T. Washington and W.E.B. DuBois have different ideas on how the newly

freed African Americans should behave.

This is the best U.S. History program | have found for the Elementary and Middle school age
especially. Joy Hakim presents history in an accurate light - with more than one opinion on events.
Most history books present a one sided picture of history without ever explaining that there are
several possibilities for the details of many events that we are not sure of. Joy Hakim presents
different viewpoints and (shocking!) encourages the kids to think! Scary for some educators, I'm
sure. However, for those who wish to encourage kids to think and ponder and love history, this is
the series to use. She also includes many excerpts from actual historical documents (a diary excerpt
from one of Columbus’ men, for example).There are teaching guides you can purchase which have
some ideas for extra activities although they are not necessary for using the program with ease. The

books do that on their own.

I’'m an old man, and this book is for middle school students, but | loved it. It is a nice summary of a
period in US history that many people don’t know much about. It is written in an interesting format,

and is a nice summary of that period.

This book is from a series of books written by Joy Hakim. The entire series is very well written. |
used the books to teach my children eighth grade history. The books are in depth and accurate, and
they share a lot of interesting side notes to keep the reader’s attention. There are also pictures,
maps, and copies of original documents though out each book in the series. | highly recommend the

use of this book for sixth grade and up.

| recently purchased a couple of the Joy Hakim, "A History of Us" textbooks to help my 8th grader
study for an Academic Decathlon. My daughter learned so much and enjoyed them so much that |
ordered several more, which she is gobbling up. She says they read like a novel and make history
very interesting and easy to remember. | will be ordering the rest of the series. P.S. My daughter

won the Academic Decathlon. Thanks Ms. Hakim!!!



| loved it, as | love all of the Joy Hakim history books. She makes history "come alive" to me.

Thank you.

perfect
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